
I Series ONS I ISET-31 

Code No. 1/3

Candidates must write the Code on the 

title page of the answer-book. 

• Please check that this question paper contains 12 printed pages.

• Code number given on the right hand side of the question paper should be written
on the title page of the answer-book by the candidate.

• Please check that this question paper contains 13 questions.

• Please write down the Serial Number of the question before attempting
it.

• 15 minute time has been allotted to read this question paper. The question paper
will be distributed at 10.15 a.m. From 10.15 a.m. to 10.30 a.m., the students will

read the question paper only and will not write any answer on the answer-book

during this period.

ENGLISH (Core) 

Time allowed : 3 hours Maximum Marks: 100 

General Instructions : 

(i) This paper is divided into three sections: A, Band C. All the sections are compulsory.

(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary.
Read these instructions very carefully and follow them faithfully.

(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.
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7. When darkness descended upon the scene and all was well and safe, 
th'e tigress called its cubs by emitting a low haa-oon. The cubs, two in 
number and bigger than a full-grown cat, soon responded. They came 
trotting up to their mother and hurried straight to the kill in indecent 
haste. The mother spitted at them so furiously that they doubled back to 
its heels immediately. Thereafter, the mother and its cubs sat under cover 
about 50 feet (15 m) away from the kill to watch, wait, look, and listen. 
After about half an hour's patient and fidgetless vigil the mother seemed 
to say 'paid for'. At this signal, the cubs cautiously advanced, covering 
their flanks, towards the kill. No longer did they make a beeline for it, as 
they had done before. 

8. The mother sat watching its cubs eat, and mounted guard on them. 
She did not partake of the meal. 

On the basis of your understanding of the passage complete the 

statements given below with the help of options that follow : lx2=2 

(a) To protect its cubs the mother panther hides them :

(i) among rocks

(ii) in the branches of the trees

(iii) behind the tree trunks

(iv) at its heels

(b) The �ale panther:

(i) is protective of its cubs

(ii) trains its cubs

(iii) watches the progress of the mother

(iv) is impulsive and impatient
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Answer the following questions briefly : 

(c) How many cubs does the mother panther rarely deliver?

(d) What may happen if the panther cubs are not born blind?

(e) Why did the mahaut drive his elephant away?

(f) Why did the tigress spit at its cubs ?

lx6=6 

(g) From the narrator's observation what do we learn about the nature of the
tigress?

(h) Why does the panther not face the risk of extinction ?

(i) Find words from the passage which mean the same as each of the
following: lx2=2 

(i) moving aimlessly (para 3)

(ii) came down/fell (para 7)

3. Read the passage given below : 8 

1/3 

People tend to amass possessions, sometimes without being aware of doing 
so. They can have a delightful surprise when they find something useful which 
they did not know they owned. Those who never have to change house become 
indiscriminate collectors of what can only be described as clutter. They leave 
unwanted objects in drawers, cupboards and attics for years in the belief that 
they may one day need them. Old people also accumulate belongings for two 
other reasons, lack of physical and mental energy, and sentiment. Things owned 
for a long time are full of associations with the past, perhaps with the relatives 

who are dead, and so they gradually acquire a sentimental value. 

Some things are collected deliberately in an attempt to avoid wastage. 
Among these are string and brown paper, kept by thrifty people when a parcel 

has been opened. Collecting small items can be a mania. A lady cuts out from 
newspapers sketches of model clothes that she would like to buy if she had money. 
As she is not rich, the chances are that she will never be able to afford such 

purchases. It is a harmless habit, but it litters up her desk. 
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